United States Attorney
Southern District of New York

FOR | MVEDI ATE RELEASE ~ CONTACT: U.S. ATTORNEY' S OFFI CE

MARCH 25, 2004 MARVI N SM LON, HERBERT HADAD
PUBLI C | NFORVATI ON OFFI CE
(212) 637-2600

BRONX DENTI ST ARRESTED ON FEDERAL CHARGES FOR
SUBM TT1 NG FRAUDULENT CLAI M5 FOR PERI ODONTAL TREATMENT

DAVID N KELLEY, the United States Attorney for the
Sout hern District of New York, and PASQUALE D AMJRO, the Assi stant
Director In Charge of the New York Ofice of the Federal Bureau O
| nvestigation (“FBlI”), announced that LAWRENCE WHI TE, a dentist in
the Bronx, was arrested today on charges of health care fraud and
fal se statenents relating to health care matters.

A crimnal Conplaint unseal ed today i n Manhattan feder al
court charges WHITE with submtting nunmerous false clainms for
rei nbursenent to Medicaid and several private insurance conpanies
for a dental procedure known as periodontal scaling and root
pl ani ng (“PSRPs”).

According to the Conplaint, PSRP is a treatnent for
i ndi vi dual s who suffer fromperiodontal disease, a condition marked
by i nfl ammati on of the guns, detachnent of the guns fromthe tooth,
and bone loss. In a PSRP procedure, which is typically perforned
on only one quadrant, or quarter, of the nouth at a tine, a denti st

uses dental instrunents to renove pl aque and cal cul us, according to



the Conplaint, and due to the difficulty of the procedure and the
pai n associated with it, dentists typically performPSRP on no nore
than two quadrants of the nouth in a single patient visit.

The Conpl ai nt charges that fromm d-1997 t hrough Cct ober
2003, WHI TE subm tted numerous phony clains for PSRP procedures
that he never perforned. Many of these clains were for PSRPs
performed on all four quadrants of a patient’s nouth in a single
visit to WHITE' s office, according to the charges.

The Conplaint alleges that the FBI has conducted
interviews of nore than 20 of WHITE s patients for whom WH TE
clai mred paynent for PSRP procedures and they maintain that they
never had the procedure perfornmed in any of their visits to WH TE' s
of fice.

Among the insurance conpanies to which WH TE al | egedly
submtted fraudulent PSRP clainms are GGuardian Life Insurance
Conmpany of America, Aetna, C gnaDental, MetLife, and Enpire Bl ue
Cross. The conplaint also alleges that WHI TE submitted fraudul ent
clainms to Medicaid.

VWHI TE, 49, resides in Fort Lee, New Jersey.

VWH TE i s charged with one count of health care fraud and
one count of false statenents in connection with health care
matters. |f convicted, the defendant faces a maxi num sentence of

10 years in jail on the health care fraud charge and five years on

the fal se statenment charge plus a fine of the greater of a $250, 000



fine or twce the gross gain or loss resulting fromthe crines on
each count

Assi stant United States Attorney JONATHAN ABERNETHY i s in
charge of the prosecution

The charges contained in the Conplaint are nerely
accusations, and the defendant is presuned innocent unless and
until proven guilty.
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